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1. Climate change (global warming) – the earth’s energy imbalance (UNFCCC Rio 1992 and Kyoto Protocol  James Hansen’s website  Trends of measured climate forcing agents (2001)

2. Climate change mitigation versus adaptation.

3. Carbon budget (how much more CO2 equivalent can be released into the atmosphere with an X% change of keeping global warming within X% increase over time?)

4. Cumulative emissions. (Historical emissions matter given the length of time they reside in the atmosphere – how should the budget be allocated?)

5. Net zero emissions targets and market based solutions – what mechanisms are available to allow some emissions to continue because they are offset/covered by removals (national inventories versus corporate action) Canadian Net-Zero Emissions Accountability Act and international commitments

6. Carbon trading (it is easier for some to reduce their emissions or generate removals of GHGs than others). It is more efficient for some regulated emitters to help others reduce their emissions first.  Trading allowances in cap and trade.

7. Carbon credits or offsets (enabling carbon finance) Kyoto Protocol - CDM, EUETS, various national and sub-national markets; voluntary markets

8. COP 26 and Article 6 of the Paris Accord is still controversial

9. What can we do?  The key objectives for Manitobans are the same as most others – reduce the use of fossil fuels and deal with the key “other” sources – forestry, agriculture and livestock- and find a way to enhance our carbon sinks.

10. Business opportunities abound and you   will likely need to look outside Manitoba – for lenders, investors, inventors/distributors/installers of technology and know-how, consultants of all kinds (yes, including lawyers)

11. Homework


12. What can you do right now?  Listen to David.








Homework!

Books to read soon – Our Ecological Footprint (William Rees); Overshoot (William Catton); and Immoderate Greatness: Why civilisations fail (William Ophuls)

State of the Voluntary Carbon Markets 2021

Clean Development Mechanism: A review of the first international Offset Mechanism

CDM/JI Pipeline  IGES CDM database ***and related publications***

Canadian Federal GHG offset System

List of recognized Offset Programs and Protocols for the Federal OBPS (Alberta and BC)

Ontario offset program (now dead and trading prohibited)

Quebec offset credits (linked with California)





